
  

 

Fox Tales 
Community Newsletter  

What’s Wrong With Our Local Schools? 
Considering the effects on all our home values, dispelling           
negative perceptions, demanding educational excellence 
 

Dear Neighbor:  

My family and I have lived in Milford Chase for eight years. With a son  
reaching school age, we started looking around at our schooling options. 
Because of my position on the HOA Board, I have had many conversations 
over the years with friends and neighbors about the County schools we are 
zoned for – Birney Elementary, Smitha Middle and Osborne High. Most of 
the conversations were not very favorable to our schools.  

Interestingly, many of the neighbors sharing their opinions did not have kids 
in the school they were talking about. They were simply sharing stories that 
they heard from others. Only when my wife and I actually visited Birney  
Elementary did we see for ourselves what was really going on. All of the 
opinions and comments we carried with us into the school that day simply 
evaporated.  

In an effort to ensure that all members of the Milford Chase community are 
fully informed about the hard work and success that our schools are    
achieving, I have reached out to Mr. Michael Perkins, Principal of Birney   
Elementary, Mr. Clint Terza, Principal of Smitha Middle, and Mr. Joshua   
Morreale, Principal of Osborne High School, to introduce themselves and 
share their schools’ successes with us directly. I hope you enjoy learning 
about the victories happening practically in your back yard as much as I like 
publishing them!  

Strong schools are the backbone of great neighborhoods, and strong  neigh-
borhoods support their schools to make them great. But we can’t “demand” 
excellence from the sidelines. We are in control of driving property values 
up ourselves by investing in our schools. This year, I am serving as PTA   
President at Birney Elementary. Whether you’re a parent or not, please join 
me in supporting our local schools. If you would like more information 
about how you can help,  please email me at david@milfordchase.com.  

Thank you! 
 

David May 
Your Milford Chase HOA President 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 
 

September 1                                            
Labor Day Cookout @ Noon 

 

September 8 

HOA Meeting @ 7 p.m. 
  

October 3-4                                                 
Autumn Neighborhood                                

Garage Sale 
 

October 11                                               
Halloween Party 

 

November 1                                            
Trunk or Treat 

 

December 6                                 
Pictures with Santa 

Fall 2014 
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Birney at its Best! 
 

Birney is entering its 40th year                               
of existence. Our staff is dedicated,                        
experienced, and compassionate. We 
proudly serve our surrounding community 
as we strive to provide a quality education 
for our students. In 2011/12, we received 
recognition as a Title I Distinguished School 
for making Adequate Yearly Progress for 11 
straight years. Georgia also adopted the 
new College and Career Readiness Perfor-
mance Index (CCRPI), and we are currently 
working to achieve Title I Award School 
status. Recent accomplishments include: 

2012 – Title I Distinguished School Honor 

2013 – Reading Bowl State Champions 

2013 – Third grade, small group, category 
winner, K.S.U. Elementary Math Bowl  

2013 – Sixteen-point increase in scores for 
Statewide, 5th Grade Writing Test  

2012-2014 – Multiple point gains in stu-
dent achievement first two years of CCRPI  

2012-2014 – ISTE conference on educa-
tional technology (Several students from 
our Technology Club have presented at  
the conference for the last three years.)  

2014 – Third place winner, Helen Ruffin 
Reading Bowl, Cobb County Schools 

We have experienced many more events 
and triumphs at Birney, and we are always 
extremely proud of our students’ efforts. 
We have a dedicated nucleus of involved 
parents, and our PTA officers are always  
looking to expand our number of parent 
volunteers and PTA members.   

We have several strong relationships with 
our Partners in Education (PIE) who help 
support our school, our teachers, and our 
students. Our Parent Liaison, Mrs. Chandra 
Marshall, is available to provide tours of 
our school, answer common questions, 
and provide resource information for          
families in need.  

I am grateful for the chance to contribute 
to this newsletter. If you are interested in 
finding out more about our school, please 
do not hesitate to give us a call. 

Mike Perkins                                                                 
Principal, Birney E.S.                                                   
678-842-6824 

What Makes Osborne Outstanding? 

In The Words Of Three                              

Area School Leaders 

How Smart is Smitha? 
 

We are so proud of what is going on  
at Osborne High School! For the     
second consecutive year, we have 
been named a Georgia Reward School.     
This means we are in the top 10%                      
of all Title I schools in the state.   

Also, our boys and girls basketball  
teams both placed #1 in the region.   

This qualifies each as one of the “Elite 
8” (top eight teams in Georgia), and   
our JROTC program continues to shine 
like a bright light in our midst. 

 

Chief Fagan and the Corps                                   
of Cadets Cardinal Battalion have been               
recognized as the best in Georgia               
based on academics, athletics, and     
extra-curricular activities.   

Over the last two years, Osborne                                                                   
High School has experienced a 22% 
increase in graduation rate. It is              
always an honor to be part of                       
graduation, as we send our future 
leaders into their destiny! 

Joshua Morreale                                         
Principal, Osborne H.S. 

Academic achievement is a top          
priority at Smitha Middle School. For 
the last three years, Smitha has          
continued to increase CRCT scores                  
in all five content areas and looks             
forward to continuing this trend.  

Smitha was also one of six Cobb  
schools that had increases of 3% or 
greater in the percentage of students 
meeting or exceeding on the 8th   
Grade Georgia Writing Assessment!  

All of this hard work paid off because 
we earned a spot on the Georgia                 
Department of Education List of 2013 

Reward Schools as a “High  Progress 
School”.  

We recently received the distinction 
that we are a Title 1 school among the 
10% of Title I schools in the state.  

We are making the most progress in 
improving the performance of the “all 
students” group over three years on 
the statewide assessments.  

Way to go, Cardinals! 

Angela Fry                                                              
Academic Coach, Smitha M.S. 



  

 

When you drive through our neighborhood, do you notice any            
positive changes to our property? What about negative activities?  

As Milford Chase residents, you are the eyes and ears of our                
community. Sharing what you see and hear can be more useful to 
other residents than you might think. 

For example, did you know our pool area will be undergoing a             
renovation to increase the space where we all can gather and    
entertain our guests? If you’d like to be among the first to hear                    
announcements and details of projects such as these, you should         
definitely attend our monthly meetings.  

Did you know that solicitors who tape business cards and flyers to 
your mailbox are breaking our community covenants and the law? 
If violators have become a nuisance at your home, you should 
know that residents voice concerns such as these and often find 
answers to resolve them at our at our monthly meetings. 

The HOA and Board typically meets on the first Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. in the Pool House. We will notify you if that sched-
ule changes.  

Whether you moved here recently or have lived here many years, 
we encourage every neighbor to attend and to take part in               
bettering Milford Chase.   

Please keep a lookout for upcoming community-wide events on the 
front of this newsletter, posted on the board at our Milford Church 
Road entrance, on our website (listed to the right) and Facebook.  

We are always looking for new and interesting ways to reach out  
to the neighborhood. So if you have an idea for an event or                       
anything else that you would like to share, we want 
to hear it!   

A number of our committees need valuable voices 
like yours. If you are interested, please email the 
HOA Board at the address listed to the right. 

HOA Board News 

Your Voice Matters 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Website 
milfordchase.com 

 

 

Facebook Page 
facebook.com/milfordchase 

 

Twitter 
twitter.com/MilfordChase 

 

CONTACTS 

HOA Board Email 
TheBoard@milfordchase.com 

 
Architectural Control                        

Committee Email 
ACC@milfordchase.com 

 

HOA Board Members 

David May, President 

Brian Ellyson, Vice President 

Darrell Pugh, Treasurer 

Jon Bornholm, Secretary 

Jane Beasley, Homeside       
Properties 

 

Important Note From Wills Sanitation: 
 

We recently adjusted our Monday route to pick                        
up Milford Chase first thing in the morning                                  

instead of in the evening.    

As a friendly reminder:                                                                                                      
Your cans must be out by 6:00 a.m. Monday  

to ensure your pick-up.  
 

We appreciate your business and                                                                                              
understanding in helping us make this work! 

 

– Troy & Karen Chance 
 

Wills Sanitation, Inc. | 770-443-2010  
1931 Braswell Mountain Rd. | Dallas, GA 30132 
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Get current online at www.milford chase.com.               
Just scroll down to the bottom of the home page               

and you will see Pay Fees Online. Then click                     
on Homeside Properties Website.   

For your budgeting convenience, you can also                 
sign up to prepay a little at a time monthly by               

having it deducted from your checking account. 
This is a great way to keep current on your                          

dues throughout the year! 

 

Would you like to advertise in our newsletter?              

Email newsletter@milfordchase.com 

Newsletter’s New Look 

Facelift for Fox Tales 
When you open this issue of our newsletter, you’ll notice 
some changes to the layout, such as font choices, font  
sizes and spacing throughout. What do you think?  

We’d love to receive your feedback on the new layout and 
the content in general. For example:  

Do our newsletters cover the news you want to read 
about our community?  

Would you like to see more general interest features, 
such as home care tips, lifestyle news, entertainment,  
events around town, etc.? 

We welcome all suggestions to make this newsletter      
useful to you. Email newsletter@milfordchase.com or call 
or text your ideas to Eboni Thomas at 404.317.5295.  

A special thanks to Sharon Chatham for all your hard work 
and dedication to Fox Tales during the last two years! 

mailto:Newsletter@MilfordChase.com

